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Criminal law
1> G
Criminal law is a branch of law that defines crimes and fixes punishments for them. Crimes

are wrongs about which the State is gravely concerned. Special terms are used in this area of the
law such as crime, punishment, accused, and conviction
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Criminal law also includes rules and procedures for preventing and investigating crimes and
prosecuting criminals, as well as the regulations governing the constitution of courts, the
conduct of trials, the organization of police forces, and the administration of penal institutions.
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The purposes of the criminal law are several. The first is to impose deserved punishment in
retaliation of the crime committed. This purpose explains why there are varying punishments for
crimes, depending on the gravity of the crime. The second is prevention, by threatening
punishment on commission of some kind of conduct. The third is to provide the punishment for
those who have not been deterred and who commit crimes, so as to frighten them especially so
that they will not engage in further criminal conduct, and also to reinforce the threat of
punishment at large. The last aim is the education of the community continually in proper
standards of conduct which have to be observed if a decent life is to be possible for all of us.
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There are a large number of safeguards designed to secure fair treatment of a person accused
of a crime. They will facilitate his acquittal, unless the facts proved against him, by evidence
establish his guilt beyond all reasonable doubt. It is a principle that every person is deemed
innocent until he is proved to be guilty. It is preferred that ten guilty persons be acquitted as a
result of this assumption than one innocent person been convicted. The effect of the system is to
deprive the police of power to charge any person with the commission of a crime. If a defendant
wants to talk, he is permitted to do so, but nothing in the way of a confession may be used in any

proceedings subsequently brought against him, unless it can first be proved that he was warned, in
clear terms, and before making the confession that it might subsequently be used in evidence.
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